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PRACTICAL BAGPIPE TUNING
(IN 4 PARTS)

Part 1

 Important basics (page 3)

 Check list  (page 4)
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BEFORE the novice or learner piper embarks on understanding
tuning procedures, they should first be familiar with the basic factors

which should  be applied and practised to help the individual piper
develop “Control of their Bagpipe”

Study the important basics (page 3) and use the check list
if required (page 4)

Study and learn “types of tuner” available (part 2)

Setting up the bagpipe (part 3)

Understand “pressure variation” (part 4)

Please note as well as a tuning instruction, these notes also show a
method of determining the compatibility of chanters and reeds, and also

helps you to establish if you have an “Unfriendly / Friendly” chanter
and or reed

We are confident that the Shepherd chanter and reed combination
Will prove to be a friendly combination with  minimum fuss and little
adjustment required.

PRACTICAL BAGPIPE TUNING
(in 4 parts)

       Understanding Bagpipe Basics
and

Developing “Control of the Bagpipe”

PART 1
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IMPORTANT BASICS

Never ever blow pipes
that are too hard,

 Learn how to maintain
Your bagpipes

Have good posture

Steady blowing

Be selective in
 your choice of reeds

 and instrument

Develop a system for
tuning  and apply

With constant practice

Circle
 of

Development
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Steady blowing
Have good posture

Never ever blow
pipes that are

too hard,

Be selective
 in

 your choice
 of reeds

 and instrument
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Unsteady blowing?
Posture?

Check your pipe bag size
Combined Length of blowpipe

and mouth piece
Shoulder position of drones

Check for Leaks
Leaking  bag ?

Leaking joints (check hemping) ?
Cracks in the stocks ?

Look for signs of the hemping failing to
seal the entire surface contact with the bore

Check that the blowpipe valve is not
 leaking

Check that the blowpipe is not restricted
Beware of other restrictions

e.g use of water traps

Unfriendly Reeds
Leaking  drone reeds

Taking undue pressure and susceptible to
small changes in air pressure

Leaking  pipe reeds
Taking undue pressure and susceptible to

small changes in air pressure
’

Unfriendly PIPE CHANTER
By using a variety of reeds

Difficult to achieve the octave A-A’
and

Also the  A arpeggio notes A,C,E,A
And in particular the notes F and HG

See the
Shepherd publication
Practice and Posture

See the
 Shepherd publication

“Taking Care of
Your Bagpipe

Try the
 ShepherdSM 90 and
Shepherd pipe reed

Try  the
Shepherd Chanter

and
 Reed Combination

Your Check list


